
 
 

Reception   
2023-2024 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Cornerstones topic Me and my Community  Starry Night Dangerous Dinosaurs 
Once upon a time 
Big Wide World 

Sunshine and Sunflowers 
Marvellous Machines  

Moving On 

Example core texts/ 
Story Time Books 

Once there were Giants 

Knuffle Bunny 1 
Starting School  
The House that Wanted a 
Family  
Lost and Found  
Fire!Fire! 
Topsy and Tim visit the 
doctors/dentist  

Room on the Broom  
Rama and Sita  
Once upon a star  
The way back home  
Smeds and Smoos 
The Gruffalo /The Gruffalo’s 
Child  
Stick Man/Jolly Postman 
Santa went on Holiday  
 

Penguin and Pinecone 
Harry and the Dinosaurs  
Tyrannosaurus Drip 
Dinosaurs don’t have bedtimes 
The dinosaur that pooped a pirate 
ship  
Dinosaur Roar 
Stomp chomp big roars here come 
the dinosaurs    
Non fiction dinosaur texts  

My World, Your World  
My first atlas  
I am not a refugee  
 
Forest – Red Riding Hood  
Fields – Billy Goats Gruff 
Amazon Jungle – Monkey puzzle/Night 
monkey day monkey  
City – Funnybones / London  
Desert  
Oceans – Surprising Sharks /Shark in 
the park / Snail and the Whale  

Bog baby  
Jasper’s beanstalk 
Jack and the beanstalk 
Oliver’s vegetables  
Handa’s surprise  
The gigantic turnip  
What the ladybird heard  
The little red hen  
Planting the Trees of Kenya: The 
Story of Wangari Maathai 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marvellous Machines  
Knuffle Bunny Too and Free  
There’s going to be a baby  
I will not never ever eat a tomato  
When I grow up  

Phonics  
RWI 

HA-  
Review m, a, s, d, t, p, i, n 
MA/LA-  
Sound discrimination and 
pre-phonic skills 

HA- Set 1 (ditties) 
MA- Begin Set 1 
LA-  Sound discrimination 
and pre-phonic skills 

HA- Set 1 with cvc segment and 
blend focus (ditties) 
MA- All of Set 1 
LA- Start Set 1 

HA- Set 2 plus red word focus (RWI 
book) 
MA-  Set 1 & CVC segment and blend 
focus  
LA- All of Set 1 

HA- Set 2 plus comprehension focus 
(RWI book) 
MA- Set 2 plus red word focus 
LA- Review Set 1 and CVC words/ 
initial sounds  

HA- Set 2 plus reading fluency and 
expression (RWI book) 
MA-  Set 2 plus comprehension focus 
LA- Set 1 and simple sentences  

Maths  
White Rose 

Getting to Know You 
Just like me  

It’s Me 1 2 3! 
Light and Dark 
Consolidate   

Alive in 5! 
Growing 6, 7, 8  

Building 9 and 10 
Consolidation 

To 20 and Beyond 
First Then Now 

Find My Pattern 
On The Move  

RE  
Havering SACRE 

Which People are Special 
and Why?  

Which Times are Special and 
Why? 
Diwali/ Christmas 

Which places are special and why? What is special about our world? What stories are special and why? Where Do We Belong? 

Science Experiments 
  

Coke and tooth 
experiment  

Diet Coke & Mentos 
Making artificial snow- 
Developing Experts   
Space- Developing Experts 

Make Your Own Fossil-  
Developing Experts  

Different Types of Transport- 
Developing Experts 
 

 
Planting a bean seed (developing 
experts) 
Bug Hotel 

Learn about the body parts  
(developing experts) 

Computing 
opportunities  

Learnpads  
Beebots 

Playing music 
Learnpads  

Laptops – interactive games  
Beebots 

Laptops – paint  Beebots  
Computing Suite 

Digital photography  
Computing Suite 

PSHE  
1Decision 

Dilemma Drops 
Talking Cards 
Mindfulness 
Story Books  

Dilemma Drops 
Talking Cards 
Mindfulness 
Story Books 

Dilemma Drops 
Talking Cards 
Mindfulness 
Story Books 

Dilemma Drops 
Talking Cards 
Mindfulness 
Story Books 

Dilemma Drops 
Talking Cards 
Mindfulness 
Story Books 

Dilemma Drops 
Talking Cards 
Mindfulness 
Story Books 



 

EAD Home corner role play 
Cooking – cupcakes  
Teamwork- making a 
marble run together 
Junk box/ materials 
Drawing/ mark making 
Singing familiar songs 

Space station role play 
Cooking – gingerbread  
Exploring with making night-
based images & explaining 
Cutting and sticking shapes 
Creating planets and stars 
using different materials 
Lullabies 

Fossil dig role play + sand 
Cooking – mud kitchen play  
Sticks/ mud/ leaves/ small world 
Create and perform dino-songs 
Leaf printing 
 

Airport/train station role play 
Cooking – foods from around the 
world  
Different ways of travel- their own 
bikes and scooters 
Tyre painting posters/ maps 
Documenting their journey using 
range or materials 

Garden centre role play 
Cooking – fresh vegetable soup/fruit 
salads  
Focus on performance in groups 
Creating flower pictures/ painting 
Observational drawings 
Story role-play & engagement 

Photo shoot role play 
Self portraits  
“this is me” performance   
Baby clinic role play  
Expressing their own experiences of 
Reception 
Robots, junk box modelling  

UW Community support: 
visits/learning from police, 
firefighters, doctors, 
dentist  

Our Solar System  
Neil Armstrong/buzz aldrin 
space race  
Using binoculars 
Length of days  
Weeks/ months of year 

Chinese New Year celebrations  
Past & Present- History focus 
Using maps to explore dinosaurs 
Natural world comparisons  

Treasure Maps and beebots 
Maps  
Comparisons of environments  
Language songs  
Postcards 
Different countries- Geography 

Caterpillar / butterflies  
Plants / life cycle of a plant  
Water cycle  
Healthy eating / healthy lifestyles  

Life cycle of a human  
Important people in our lives  
What do I want to be when I grow up- 
other professions.  
Beebots, computers and coding 
directions  

PE Physical Development- 
Fine & Gross Motor Skills 

Physical Development- 
Fine & Gross Motor Skills 

Physical Development- 
Fine & Gross Motor Skills 
PE Lessons- Movement 

Physical Development- 
Fine & Gross Motor Skills 
PE Lessons- Dance 

Physical Development- 
Fine & Gross Motor Skills 
PE Lessons- Balancing 

Physical Development- 
Fine & Gross Motor Skills 
PE Lessons- Active Games 

Cultural Capital / 
Educational Visit 

Paramedic and dentist 
visit  
 
NewNaw visit  

Pantomine   
Nativity performance 

Paradise wildlife park  
 

Easter bonnet parade Bring in photos of holidays  Southend/ Sea Life centre 
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